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if your services should not have been considered and treated as they
deserve.1
Then as soon as affairs became less pressing he slipped off
to Cheltenham for a rest, stopping at Stowe en route for a
couple of days with his old chief, the Marquess of Buckingham.
At Cheltenham the young Vicomtesse de Gontaut-Biron *
took him in tow, being detailed for this pleasant occupation
by her friend Mrs. Wellesley Pole.f " He knows no one
there," she wrote, " and it would be a charity to look after
him." *
The Frenchwoman was delighted with the commission.
Her friends. Lady Templeton and Miss Upton, however,
refused to share her enthusiasm and were frankly bored at the
idea of looking after a stranger whom nobody at Cheltenham
knew.
Nothing daunted, the Vicomtesse set off for the Pump
Room, dragging the reluctant Miss Upton in her wake.
Quickly running over the list of arrivals, she found the
name Wellesley, and read it aloud.
A gentleman beside her was engaged in a like occupation;
putting his finger on a name he smiled, and turning to the
Vicomtesse observed,* Madame de Gontaut ? *
" Rien de plus piquant," declares that lady, " we had never
seen each other before, and here we were already acquainted." *
Miss Upton is presented, but refuses to unbend. Sir
Arthur gives his arm to the Vicomtesse, and they go out
together. Suddenly the lady is covered with confusion, for
an inefficient garter leaves its post and falls at the feet of her
cavalier.
" e To lose one's garter', in broad daylight!   In full view
1 Supp. Despatches Vol. IV^ p. $40.
2 Memoires de la Duchesse de Gontaut, p. So.                     * Ibid.
* Afterwards Duchesse de Gontaut. A French ' emigre'e', who with
her husband and children had taken refuge in England from the Revolu-
tion.
f Wife of Arthur's brother William.
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